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Sandra Betzina : Fabric Savvy: The Essential Guide for Every Sewer  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Fabric Savvy: The Essential Guide for Every Sewer: 

39 of 39 people found the following review helpful. Buy "More Fabric Savvy" insteadBy D.A.I purchased both of her 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1561585734


fabric books: "Fabric Savvy" and "More Fabric Savvy", thinking that they contained non-overlapping information. It 
turns out that "More Fabric Savvy" is a misleading title, and should really just be "Fabric Savvy, 2nd edition". All the 
information that is in "Fabric Savvy" is also in "More Fabric Savvy", but there is additional information in "More 
Fabric Savvy". Don't waste your time and money trying to chase down "Fabric Savvy" from a used book seller. Just 
buy "More Fabric Savvy" - it is really good.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Love it!By 
GigglingGothGirlI cannot say enough awesome things about this book! Not only has it helped me chose fabric for 
projects but also help me figure out how to care for clothes I already have when I ripped off the tag with all the 
symbols on it (cause those little things are itchy). It also has some crazy awesome info about how to sew each fabric in 
regards to needles, threads, and even presser feet. It is a must have.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Useful but OutdatedBy ashleyrenaeThe book has a lot of helpful information regarding sewing needle sizes and ways 
to handle certain fabrics, but I just couldn't get over the hideous garments she included....most of them made me not 
want to use the fabrics she was talking about in case there is a chance they might end up looking like the outfits 
included in this book. Seriously, this book was released in 2002 and I'm pretty sure some of these garments haven't 
been fashionable since at least the 80's...like brown leather pants and a leopard print chiffon top...just horrid. Anyways 
the portion of the book about different seams and buttonholes, etc, was very helpful, although many of the techniques 
she suggested require a serger and for people who don't have one, many of the techniques aren't practical.

Fabric Savvy is a handy, spiral-bound reference on virtually every fabric imaginable--from the newest to the old 
favorites. It's a must for anyone who has ever felt overwhelmed in a fabric store by all the fabric and notion choices. 
Fabrics are listed alphabetically for easy reference. Specific information for each fabric includes preshrinking 
instructions, layout, marking, interfacing, needle and thread options, stitch length, seam finishing, pressing, 
topstitching, closures, hemming, and more!

.com For those of you who have managed in the past to find the right pattern and the perfect new fabric, only to give 
up in frustration when the fabric doesn't behave like anything you've used before, Fabric Savvy is here to help. Author 
Sandra Betzina, host of Home and Garden TV's Sew Perfect, has wrestled with just about every fabric out there, and 
she's lived to tell about it. Perfectly suited to beginning and experienced sewers alike, this excellent guide devotes, in 
alphabetical order, two pages to each of 85 fabrics. For every material Betzina highlights a multitude of topics, 
including fabric facts (bulky/drape/breathable/how fabricated), suitability (types of projects), sewing tips, lay-out (and 
why it matters), interfacing, stitch length, seam finish, closures, and hemming. The categories are thorough, as is the 
scope of fabrics addressed: waterproof breathables, tencel, and lame, to name a few, along with 14 types of silk and 8 
wools. Color photographs accompany the descriptions of fabrics and projects, while helpful illustrations further 
explain the techniques used. Finally, Betzina offers a glossary of fabric terms and a thorough listing of contact 
information for fabric and alternative pattern companies, making Fabric Savvy a necessary resource for any sewing 
enthusiast. --Molly McElroyFrom Library JournalBetzina (No Time To Sew, LJ 12/96) is the author of the Power 
Sewing series and hostess of HGTVs Sew Perfect. Fabric Savvy is a guidebook to 85 different fabrics available to the 
home sewer, from African mudcloth to wool melton. Each fabric is given a two-page spread that includes information 
on recommended thread and needles, stitch length, presser foot, finishing, seams, marking, interfacing, cutting, types 
of hems, topstitching, and closures as well as basic information about the fabric and the types of garments for which it 
is suitable. Recommended for general purchase by public libraries.Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, 
Inc.About the AuthorSandra Betzina is best known as the dynamic host of HGTV's Sew Perfect. She is also the author 
of Fast Fit, Power Sewing, and Sandra Betzina Sews for Your Home, all published by The Taunton Press. Sandra also 
creates a line of garment patterns for Vogue called Today's Fit by Sandra Betzina, teaches sewing workshops and 
retreats, offers online classes, and more. She lives in San Francisco, CA. 


