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Michael Paul Smith, Gail K. Ellison : ELGIN PARK: Visual Memories of Midcentury America at 1/24th scale 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised ELGIN PARK: Visual 
Memories of Midcentury America at 1/24th scale: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy HenryGreat pictures, great feeling!0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. The world in 1/24By Marc WederGreat book, exactly what I expected. Very interesting. 
Two thumbs up!!!!3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. An astounding look at, and behind the scenes, of 
a magical place that found a home on the internetBy Wayne A McCoyIn 'Elgin Park: Visual Memories of Midcentury 
America at 1/24th scale' by Michael Paul Smith and Gail K. Ellison, we meet a man who is a master at a hobby and 
how that has spawned a tremendous online following.Elgin Park started as Michael Paul Smith's hobby. He has an 
extensive collection of diecast metal cars and he decided to photograph them. What he does with his photographs is 
what is remarkable. He takes the models outdoors and using the tricks of perspective, he shoots the cars as if they are 
on a street, or parked by a river. Adding to the illusion is his remarkable ability at making miniature structures. Some 
are facades and some are full buildings. He even made a model of his boyhood home. Along with this, he has created a 
narrative of a fictional town from long ago. The amazing trickery of his photography and the pure nostalgia are what 
draw people in the millions to his Flickr site from all over the world.Along with the photos are pictures of his behind 
the scenes shots and some of comments by visitors to the site. It's amazing what he does with a cardboard table and no 
photoshop. And most of the perspective is done by him eyeballing the shot. His miniature skills are incredible and 
include details that often don't even show in the photos. The book concludes with an interview that has been pieced 
together from other interview sources.I received a review copy of this ebook from Animal Media Group and 
NetGalley in exchange for an honest review. Thank you for allowing me to review this ebook.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0986148903


Although the photographs are strong enough to stand alone as the main character of this delightful book, theres 
another story: how a humble recluse who doesnt even own a car has created an online community a global 
neighborhood of young and old, male and female, many asking the same question: How does this guy do this? 

What has captivated online visitors are photos of scale-model sets that look improbably lifelike, down to the period-
correct signs, glints of sunshine and the natural weathering of storefronts. The realistic quality is a testament not only 
to the accuracy of the featured model cars from Mr. Smith s collection, but also to his skills at architectural model-
making and photography, along with his love for detail. Former New York Times journalist Jim Koscs --Net 
GalleyKristine Fisher Elgin Park: An Ideal American Town by Michael Paul Smith is a free NetGalley ebook that I 
read while spending time in a cabin just outside of Yellowstone. Little did I know how throwback this book would be 
to where I am.... When I initially say that this book is absolutely unreal, it almost feels like a disservice to Smith and 
his photography, so I'll amend my statement and say that it is heartwarmingly idyllic. Each photo is so careful and so 
real. And, when the curtain is tipped up to reveal the skill and planning behind a photo, it's even more marvelous to 
look at it, instead of being more of a killjoy ruse. My favorite photos were ones that leaned more towards the 1960s 
and scenes practically out of 'Lost in Space.' --Net GalleyDebra Schoenberger -- Michael's books is a labour of love 
and quite clever. It's taken me time to go through it because there is so much to absorb in every photograph. The 
details that went into every project is mind boggling. I look forward to seeing more of Michael's work. --Net 
GalleyAbout the AuthorMichael Paul Smith: Michael Paul Smith has been creating scale models for 25 years. His 
work has been covered in media outlets such as The New York Times and The United Kingdoms Daily Mail. A short 
documentary, Elgin Park (https://vimeo.com/116577464), was made on Smiths life and made the festival rounds in 
2015.Gail Ellison: Co-author of "Elgin Park" also worked on Michael's first book. 


