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Tony Husband : Dictators in Cartoons  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Dictators in Cartoons: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An Excellent Collection about the Importance of Humor in 
Combatting EvilBy RDDIn "Dictators in Cartoons: Unmasking Monsters and Mocking Tyrants", editor Tony Husband 
explores the role of the fourth estate in undermining the evil ambitions of tyrants throughout history. He begins with 
Tyrants from Long Ago, which includes Roman emperors such as Caligula and Nero, Transylvanian Vlad epe, Louis 
XVI and Napoleon, and even Otto von Bismarck. In his second section, Husband explores parodies of Mussolini, 
whose bluster and bravado made him an easy target for parody. Chapter three explores Stalin, both during World War 
II and after. The longest chapter, on Hitler, offers a variety of sources from around Europe and the United States 
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before and during World War II. Generalissimo Francisco Franco receives a brief section, several of which deal with 
his status as the last of the 1930s dictators after World War II. Mao Zedong rounds out the chapters dedicated to an 
individual. Husband concludes with a chapter on Modern Despots, Demagogues, and Control Freaks, including 
Egypt's Nasser, Chile's Augusto Pinochet, Zimbabwe's Robert Mugabe, Uganda's Idi Amin, Iraq's Saddam Hussein, 
Cambodia's Pol Pot, Romania's Nicolae Ceausescu, and Russia's Vladimir Putin. In each case, the art serves as an 
example of how to caricature those who would abuse their power and laugh in the face of evil. This calls to mind 
Bassem Youssef's goal of "tickling giants" to undermine their pretensions and expose them for the flawed, corrupt 
human beings they are. Husband's collection will appeal to those with an interest in history and especially to those 
teaching it, as it will make an excellent resource of primary sources for classroom analysis.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. BADDEST DUDES ON THE PLANETBy S. HendersonYou won't find this many bad men 
in one book so humorously and ingeniously illustrated as Dictators in Cartoons. Too bad they're all in black-and-white 
but I guess that makes them even more sinister. You'll be amazed at how much work goes into some of these well-
captioned masterpieces; they're sort of like a history of tyrants in comic form. Mussolini, Hitler and Uncle Joe Stalin 
are the big stars, of course, as many of these cartoons are from the WW2 era and were major propaganda pieces for 
Allied newspapers but we also get a preview of early despots like Ivan the Terrible, Napoleon and Bismarck and a 
brief chapter on more recent baddies like Saddam, Mao and Franco. Highly recommended and a remainder by now.0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. item came as described extremely satisfied!By Mitchelitem came as 
described extremely satisfied!

What is it that makes dictators fear cartoonists? The answer is that they can't stand to be ridiculed. And they don't help 
their cause much by so obviously enjoying the trappings of power, appearing in public with a retinue of bodyguards, a 
fleet of limousines and rows of medals across their chests topped off with over-sized sunglasses. Cartoonists may not 
be able to topple tyrants or change the course of history, but they can lessen the climate of fear and bring courage to 
the victims of state bullying with their subversive drawings. Laughter is the last thing dictators want to hear, especially 
when they are the subject of it.

About the AuthorEditor Tony Husband has drawn cartoons for many leading publications, including Private Eye, The 
Spectator, The Times, and Punch. He has been fascinated by the history of cartoons ever since he picked up his first 
copy of Punch in the 1960s. Since then, he has won more than 15 major awards, including the prestigious Pont Award. 


