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Marian Campbell : Decorative Ironwork before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and al praised Decorative Ironwork:

This volume covers both wrought and cast ironwork, containing comprehensive information on the techniques and
processes involved. Exploring topics as diverse as gates and railings, jewellery and lighting, the staircase, the hearth,
ecclesiastical ironwork and the use of colour on iron, thematic features highlight some of the designs created to
embellish interiors and exteriors through the ages. Illustrations are taken from many major collections, especially those
of the Victoria and Albert Museum. Whether destined to decorate a nobleman's hearth or his garden, to light a church
or ahumble cottage, or to act as persona adornment, decorative iron- and steelwork have fulfilled a multitude of
purposes over the centuries. Early craftsmen traditionally invested skill and imagination on wrought iron - produced
with hammer and anvil - even for the humblest domestic purposes. Then, with the Industrial Revolution in the 18th
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century, came the widespread use of cast iron - made by pouring liquid metal into moulds - which brought a new
variety of pattern and ornament to the repertoire. Marian Campbell is the co-author of "Towards a New Iron Age'".

About the AuthorMarian Campbell is aleading expert on Medieval jewellery and metalwork, and on ironwork of all
periods. She curated and was co-author of Towards an New Iron Age which toured 5 US venues. In 1994 she curated
the redisplay of the beautiful new Ironwork Galleriesin the VA and organised the international conference From
Foundry to Forge to coincide with their opening.



