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Jenny Dean : Colours from Nature: A Dyer's Handbook  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Colours from Nature: A Dyer's Handbook: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A sound reference bookBy Neki RiveraDo not expect millions of 
yummy dummy yarn photos and senseless glitz.This is a reference book. And what reference book!Jenny Dean writes 
in concise language about how to process dye plants to obtain dyestuff.There's good information on plant mordants as 
well as chemical mordants. Of special interest are the how to make your own metallic mordant waters and the color 
modifier section which i personally had not seen included in any of my dye books.Ms. Dean includes all the more 
important traditional dyes, easily available from dye houses or easily home grown. And the regimental safety and 
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disposal section.Her style is clear and direct so it is easy to follow and by following each chapter one gains sound 
knowledge of the craft of natural dyeing.Then you go back to it every time because you find answers to your 
questions.This is the kind of book that will save many dyeing headaches.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Useful primerBy Carol W. AignerJenny Dean is a master natural dyer, and this handbook gives you all you 
need to know to explore the world of gathering and preparing natural dyestuffs. Useful in connection with Wild Color 
by the same author, my copy is becoming well worn.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
Customerwonderful book and great info on natural dyes

Useful for anyone wanting to explore color without harming the natural world, this navigable reference book offers 
organized guidelines on how to obtain dyes through environmentally friendly methods. Featuring dyes obtained from 
natural sources, such as plants, insects, and shellfish, this striking guidebook contains up-to-date information 
combined with simple recipes that will offer pleasing results for more than 100 colors. A comprehensive recipe section 
gives instructions for mixing both traditional dyes, such as cochineal, indigo, madder, and weld, and dyes drawn from 
alternative sources, such as blackberries, rhubarb, oak trees, and walnuts. Using color charts, this resource covers 
every step of the natural dyeing process, employing simple, user-friendly methods, clear instruction, and an advanced 
knowledge leading to excellent results.

"Describes, in full detail, how to prepare and use natural dyes on a variety of fibres to produce a wide range of colours, 
following safe and environmentally-friendly methods." Machine Knitting Monthly 


